
Urban planning and preservation policies in 
communist and post-communist time, in relation to 

the memory of vanished population groups 

CHISINAU  



PRIOR TO THE WORLD  
WAR II 

Flattery and hatred - the main enemies of the truth ... 

 

CHISINAU 

In accordance with the objectives of the project we are 
interested in the following periods:  
• Prior to the World War II,  
• During World War II,  
• After World War II until the 1950s,  
• 1950 – 1960’ s  
• 1970 – 1980’ s  
• from 1990 to the present day  
• perspective 



Agglomeration in 1800 – 600 inhabitants 

Bazaar 

Cathedral 

Clearly observed lack of a single center  
and the presence of two core’ s center in the form  
of separate located Bazaar and the Cathedral. 



Visterniceni Ghetioani 

Buiucani Chisinau 

Old Cathedral 

Church of the Annunciation 

Earthen Fortress 

Konstantin  
and  

Elena 
Church 

Bazaar 

The Jewish Cemetery 

Mazarakii church 

The Jewish Cemetery 

Old Bazaar 

Drumul Mare 

Agglomeration "Big Chisinau" in the late 18th and early 19th century. 

Agricultural land 

Synagogue 

Drumul lui Voda 

Drumul Iasi - Tighina 

Bic River 

Each patrimony had its own church, 
even Buiucani  had 2 (including of the Lord's  
church).  No church only  in Getsioan. 



Old Bazaar 
Old Cathedral 

Governor’ s House 

New Bazaar 1825 Metropolitan Church of Bessarabia 1815 

Governor’ s 
House 1818 

Typical of Jewish settlements two cores center, consisting  
of Market Square and the Cathedral Square, and usually as the third  
element of composition, detached house of the Governor, or the fortress,  
or the City Hall building. New Center retained this two cores. Thus,  
it survives till today. 

(18 thousands inhabitants) 

Even then, the city was planned for 100 thousand inhabitants 

Alexandr I in Chisinau signed - Decree on the constitution of Bessarabia - 1818 



New Bazaar 1825 

Old Bazaar 

Old Cathedral 

Governor’ s House 

New Cathedral 1835 

Governor’ s 
House 1823 

Two cores Center, as we see reflected in the first General  Plan.  
Part of the main street connecting the two cores is the busiest part of the city till today. 

Nikolai I - Decree on tax exemption for visiting merchants for 10 years -1835 

(34 thousands inhabitants) 



Synagogue, 1820  
Sinagogovskaya, 6 

Armenian  
Church 

Old  
Bazaar 

Mazarakii 
Church 

Triple Synagogue: Main Synagogue, Old Portnyazheskaya (Taylor’ s) and Shoymrim Laboyker  
in 1880. Built in 1820. www.oldchisinau.com (100 thousands inhabitants) 



Map from 1919. www.oldchisinau.com. 

Two Cores Center 

(120 thousands inhabitants) 



Map from 1930. www.oldchisinau.com 

Two Cores Center 

(115 thousands inhabitants) 



Map from 1940. 
www.oldchisinau.com 

Two Cores Center 

(110 thousands inhabitants) 



According to the 1930 census in Chisinau was 117,016 people. However, on July 1, 
1937 the city's population decreased by 2.9% and was 113 640 people. Chisinau in 
population was second, after Bucharest, Romanian city.(Enciclopedia României, Vol. II, 
ianuarie 1936 - mai 1938, www.oldchisinau.com) 
 
Chisinau growing crazy !!! Due to mechanical growth of course. Here is the explanation 
of polyethnicity. In the 19th century the growth of 1200% over 50 years (from 5-7 
thousands in 1812 to 94 thousands in 1863), in the 20th century to 260% in 30 years 
(from 112 thousands in 1939 to 290 thousands in 1969 year.), and with the next 20 
years - again of 800% of the 20th century (the city's population in 1989 was 800 
thousands residents) !!!!!  

http://www.oldchisinau.com/


Two Cores Old center of Chisinau before World War II (Model  
reconstructed by the author on the basis of archival materials). 

Old Bazaar 

Old Cathedral 



Two Cores Old center of Chisinau before World War II (Model  
reconstructed by the author on the basis of archival materials). 

Old Bazaar 

Old Cathedral 

PICT 1 

PICT 2 



Two Cores Old center of Chisinau before World War II (Model  
reconstructed by the author on the basis of archival materials). 

PICT 1 

PICT 2 



DURING WORLD  
WAR II 

CHISINAU 



The boundaries of the Jewish ghetto, formed in 1941, imposed, as a modern city  
plan, and the plan from 1789, indicating burned homes. Blue dots specified  
the ghetto inputs. 



Many disputes are about who and when destroyed the center of the Chisinau. If on the 
destruction of most of the buildings on the main street there is information in the form 
of memories V. Mednek that it was the work of assault battalions created during the 
retreat, then the center of the Old City of clarity in this matter is so far. 
 
 After the expulsion of the Jews in the end of 1941, almost all the houses in this part 
stood empty throughout the war years, and some of them had already been 
destroyed, as can be seen on the 1942 survey. 
 
It is appropriate to recall the devastating earthquake in the autumn of 1940.  
"... As a result of the earthquake, many families were left homeless citizens. (400 
families were posted almost immediately, the remaining 50-60 families to be located 
within a month) ... "(according Inquiries about the state of housing in Chisinau on 
January 25, 1941". 
 



What was a city in the Second World War, and his present and future were assessed at 
this time, you can see from the report of the commission in 1941.  
The city's population is about 30 thousands residents. Members of the Commission 
proposes to change the value of Chisinau, cut them occupied territory and to reduce 
the population to 110 thousands inhabitants in the future, change the style of the city 
and to introduce elements of Romanian architecture.  
Also from this report, we can conclude that in the period from 1918 to 1940, no 
Master Plan of Chisinau has been developed. 



Old Bazaar 

Old Cathedral 

In 1944 Chisinau was exposed another destruction. In July,  
prepared a plan to undermine the basic vital installations in the event of  

retreat. This plan was implemented in August of the same year.  
The city's population at the time of entry of the Red Army in the city  

In 1944 was about the same 30 thousands residents, as in the beginning of the war  
in July 1941. 



AFTER THE WORLD WAR II 
UNTIL THE 1950’ S 

CHISINAU 



To understand what guided the architects and planners who have developed such a 
destructive and partially implemented the master plan of the city in the early postwar 
years, and in the years that followed, we can cite the examples of some of the 
performances by famous architects of the time. 
 
"... In a letter to A. Mordvinov - the first chairman of the Committee on Architecture –  
M.I. Kalinin wrote: "The new construction provides a great opportunity for a truly socialist 
cities with large artistic ensembles and deeply thoughtful residential construction projects 
fully meet modern requirements ... The socialist construction must be purposeful, 
beautiful, pleasing look ...“(Letter of M.I. Kalinin to Chairman of the Committee on 
Architecture A.G. Mordvinov. "Architecture of the USSR", vol.6, 1944, p.1.) 
  
"... The rapid growth of development of residential areas, roads in Moscow and 
Leningrad, Sverdlovsk and Novosibirsk, Odessa and other cities far leaves behind the 
reconstruction of streets, wires Osman in Paris. The fact that Paris was the only, albeit a 
very significant episode, we have become a common, ubiquitous ... “ 
"Paths of Soviet urban planning." A. Mostakov "Soviet Art" December 13, 1947 
 



Finally, the statement of the architect Kurtz R.E. pertaining directly to our topic: 
 
"... We remember the words of Mikhail Kalinin," Now the Soviet architects seem rare 
case in the history where the architectural designs in an unprecedented massive scale 
will translate into real construction ...  
 
... Must be resolutely put an end to the chaotic buildings in the lower part of town ... 
 
... Destroyed building, the position of which coincides with the scheduled runs on the 
master plan of streets and highways, will not be restored. So create new streets, 
especially in the lower part of Chisinau and improve the entire layout of the city ... “ 
 
 
"Architectural and building reconstruction problem Chisinau" R. Kurtz, chief architect of 
the city of Chisinau; "Soviet Moldova», №42 (March 1) 1945. 



It should be noted that while the Airport was located on the hill Ryshkanovka.  
This is important for understanding  further action in the field of city planning. 



This explains direction of the  
Central Ray in the  
schematic layout of the city center.. 



In these materials it is possible to see that from the two parts of the old center  
remained only the old cathedral. 

Old Cathedral 



There is much debate was Schusev the author of the postwar Master Plan Chisinau. 
That's what this says Smirnov V.F 
 
“…academician A.V. Schusev was not only elaborator of the first version of the master 
plan of Chisinau, but also advised the development of planning schemes for all other 
cities. Together with him in this work took part and professor V.V. Baburov, the former 
Head of Town Planning Committee for Architecture in SNK USSR… Planning Scheme was 
approved by the government of the republic in 1947 ... " 
 
"Urban Moldova XIX - XX centuries", Smirnov V.F., Kartea Moldoveniaske, 1975, p.36 



This is the first Master Plan after  
Ozmidov’ s Scheme 1817  
reclamation new territories and  
Increase the city's population  
up to 240 thousands residents. 
Attention! First torturing to change  
two cores structure, both old and  
New Center. There are no old,  
no new Bazaars. 



And here is what Schusev A.V. wrote in the newspaper "Soviet Moldova" August 21, 
1945: 
 
"... The lower part of the city, the old Moldovan Chisinau, with its" Burkut “, crooked 
streets and the old church was abandoned and in respect to sanitary not maintained. 
Here huddled poor ... 
 
... The lower part of the ruined city redesigned. Using the radial tabloid highways and 
Squares it will turn into a very well-organized part of the modern city ... " 
 
"Prospects for the development of Chisinau." A.V. Schusev academician. "Soviet 
Moldova», №163 (August 21) in 1945. 
 
It is easy to observe that in 1945 the architect Schusev already expressed the basic 
idea of redevelopment lower part of the City. 
 
 



PERIOD OF 1950-1960’ S 
CHISINAU 



In fact, the Master Plan was approved in 1952. More exact date gives an extract from 
the Minutes of the Architectural Commission at the chief architect of January 7, 1953 
№1: 
 
"... In the framework of the rules laid Chisinau city development project planning and 
development of the city of Chisinau, approved by the Council of Ministers of the 
Moldavian SSR, September 24, 1952 Resolution of the number in 1390 ...“ 
 
Fond R-3304-1 // Information about the work of the Department of Architecture of the 
City for the years 1951-1952 ..- Chișinău : Arhiva Națională a Republicii Moldova. - Vol. 
Dosar N46. 
 
 
  
However, as we see, the adjustment undergone only quantitative indicators, the 
economic part. Common planning decisions of the first embodiment have been saved. 
Moreover, all this time, in parallel with the development of the master plan and 
proofreading, during 1945 and 1952, were built in accordance with the planning 
decision. 



Work by artist Alexei Vasiliev (from the site of his daughter). One of the best  
illustration to the old town in those years. 



Implementing the idea of a Central Ray. View toward Riscani.  
1959 www.oldchisinau.com 250 thousands inhabitants 

Hostels Agricultural Institute 

Woodburning Synagogue 

Monument’ s place 

http://www.oldchisinau.com/


Central Ray. View towards the Cathedral. www.oldchisinau.com 



"... On the significance of urban development work carried out during this period 
(1952-1954 - approx.'s) can be judged by issues such as the creation of the current 
prospectus of Youth in Chisinau, compound major metropolitan highway prospectus 
V.I. Lenin from station areas by newly paved boulevard Negruzzi ... " 
 
 (G.A. Pedash, 1965 p. 66) Urban development Moldavia [Section Book] / auth. G.A. 
Pedash I.S. Eltmann // Experience designing cities of Ukraine and Moldova / auth. 
Books KievNIIP urbanism. - Kiev: Budivelnik, 1965.  
 
Here's another, not valued at its true worth "feat"! We somehow forgot about 
another boulevard - boulevard Negruzzi, which was the beginning of the destruction 
of another part of the old Chisinau - Gutsulevka. In contrast to the Central Ray, 
boulevard Negruzzi performs the same function, but in the case of high officials 
arrived by train. 
 



The process of implementation in the 52-54-th years of another avenue,  
boulevard Negruzzi, linking the city center to the train station, and start  
the process of extinction of the historic district - Gutsulevka. 
www.oldchisinau.com 
 



Years have passed, but the attitude towards the lower part of the city has changed in the 
future, in the 60s. 
 
"... But at the same time the basic elements of the urban fabric of the past - the old 
quarters of the small, cramped courtyards etc. - remain unchanged. In these narrow 
scope does not fit the life of the Soviet people, united in large groups seeking an early 
age to a public initiative, collective rest and mass sport ... " 
 
"On the architectural appearance of Chisinau." V. Dementiev, architect; "Soviet 
Moldova», №97 (April 25) 1958. 



It seemed that nothing could save this part of the city, but again providence opposed 
such destruction. 

"... All residential construction since 1958 has planned only on the new lands. Besides,  
was banned demolition of existing housing (regardless of its degree of depreciation)  
in excess of 2-3 percent of newly constructed residential areas. Finally all the cities  
stop new construction in the downtown area, reconstruction because  
of this was completely suspended ... " 
 
"Urban Moldova XIX - XX centuries", Smirnov V.F., Kartea   
Moldoveniaske, 1975, p.62 

Decree of CPSU Central Committee, the Council of Ministers of the USSR  
dated 31.07.1957 N 931 about housing development in the USSR. 



Stored  
historical buildings 

Lower historical  
part of town 

Persists attempt  
changes in the historical  
two cores center. 



 
"... New to the master plan (it is the master plan approved in 1969 - approx.'s), which 
distinguishes it from previous projects - a restructuring of the general scheme of the 
city with the organization in the old and new parts of the city microdistricts ..." 
 
"Urban Moldova XIX - XX centuries", Smirnov V.F., Kartea Moldoveniaske, 1975, p.109 
 
Finally it happened! The General Plan 1969 and the old and the new part designed 
neighborhoods! And what does it mean? This means the total destruction of the 
existing planning structure as the lower and upper city already. 



PERIOD 1970-1980’ S 
CHISINAU 



Detail of the central part of the city showing the boundaries of blocks  
the upper part of the city, where it was proposed to retain  
historical buildings. 

Str. S. Lazo 

Str. Bucuresti 

Str. Banulescu-Bodoni 
Str. Mateevici 



That looked like this  
Integrated transport scheme  
of the city in 1985.  
The city center is divided  
on neighborhoods. 600 
thousands inhabitants – planned 
1 million inhabitants. 

Still there is an extension of st. Iskra  
(now Bucuresti) 

For Chisinau was adopted  
a special decree of the  
Central Committee of the CPSU 
and the USSR Council of Ministers  
"On the reconstruction and  
development of Chisinau”. 1971 



Materials of Detailed Plan of Center, developed by the results of the  
Union competition for the reconstruction of the Center of Chisinau. 

There is no extension of   
st. Iskra (Bucuresti) already 

Apparent attempt to preserve  
existing network of streets 

As a compromise  
saved ave. Cantemir 

There is an attempt  
save Bazar 



Materials of Detailed Plan of Center, developed by the results of the  
Union competition for the reconstruction of the Center of Chisinau. 

Stored historical environment  
in the lower part of the City 



FROM THE 1990’ S TO THE PRESENT 
DAY. 

CHISINAU 



Detail of the transport scheme in 2007  
year approval by the Council  
as part of the General Plan. In fact, a return 
to the division  on districts. Bd. Cantemir,  
str. Sfatul Tarii and str.V.Alexandri «finishes"  
the last remnants of the historic environment. 
650 thousands inhabitants – planned 700 thousands. 

Bd. Cantemir 

Str. Sfatul Tarii. 

Str. V. Alexandri 



Materials of the last project on the central part of the city,  
submitted for approval. 

All that is proposed to be retained  
in the lower historic part of the city. 



Here's a view of the lower part of the city by developers of the project. 



PERSPECTIVE. 
CHISINAU 



It depends on what is considered the word "perspective". If we talk about  
what is planned for the development of the planning documentation,  
the following should be noted.  
 
On the one hand it is planned General Plan 2007 updating. Most of the  
authorities have already decided on the unreality and unnecessary this idea  
with Bd. Cantemir.  On the other hand, councilors concerned by the fact that  
all the planning documents of recent years has spent more than 12 mln. Lei,  
and the real return on the money is not. And adjusting all postponed.  
A prospectus Cantemir present  in all approved documents and in all  
newly issued urban planning certificate for the design. 
 
In other words, everyone understands that this prospectus will not, and do not,  
but designing and construction underway so, as it already exist.  
And appears in the historical environment  9-10 floor buildings alone  
standing. 



Str. A. Vlahuta Str. Armeneasca 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS. 
CHISINAU 









In conclusion we can say that we still can see parts of the old city, walking on its 
partially preserved streets and alleys,  

photograph preserved elements of the Old City  
not because of, but in spite! 

Not due to the efforts of local authorities, investors, designers,  
but against their will! 

At the same time it is necessary to note the growth of formal and informal  
social movements and organizations in the protection of the old city.  
Besides the agency for the preservation of cultural heritage fighting  

emerging initiative groups and movements  
  "My favorite city" and "The Postman Chisinau“. 

 
A growing number of actions in the protection of individual objects  

to be demolished and the historic center as a whole.  
Unfortunately, in most cases, proponents of conservation  
historic environment still lose as a result of imperfections  

of existing legislation. 
Also, the lack of planning regulations on the central historical part of the city, clearly 

defining the strategy and principles of development, contributes to the continuation of 
destruction. 

 
 


